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My initial inquiry:
What is the best way to teaching writing?



The best way to teach writing?
Let me know if you ever figure it out. 



My (post) initial inquiries:
What is the best way to assess and grade writing?

Which assessment and grading techniques are paired with the best results in the 
classroom based on improvement & final grades?

What is the most impactful and transferable way to grade and assess writing in the 
secondary English classroom?



Transferability
Transferability refers to the degree to which the results of qualitative research can 
be generalized or transferred to other contexts or settings. (Trochim)



Assessment versus grading.
Grading: Grading is a way for educators to evaluate each individual student’s 
performance and learning. Grading can include letter grades, percentages and even 
a simple pass/fail.

- Major source of data 

Assessment: A ruler to measure student learning. Look past grade averages and 

examine individual areas of strength and weakness. 

(Concordia University)



Letter Grade Pros and Cons 
Pros:

Grades are easily understood by students and 

their parents.

Grades can be measured objectively since they 

are usually based on measurable data

Grades can give students concrete goals to aim 

for when they assess their own progress

Cons: 

Doesn’t necessarily gauge effort 

Causes great stress and anxiety amongst 

students

 Letter grades don’t always portray an accurate 

reading of a student’s purely academic abilities

- Attendance

- Late work

- Participation 

Students become more concerned with the score 

than what they learned



Time are changing
Student centered classrooms 

Technology

Ditching lecture

Increased focus on the arts

Clarified objectives

Overall classroom environment 



We need a change.
Curriculum in schools is not something that is never stagnant or final. 

Policies and standards change as the curriculum boards see fit. 

Therefore, our ways of grading should never be stagnant or final.



Portfolios



Portfolio Based Assessment
If we are to focus on a different way of grading, the assessments we do along the 
way are to be altered as well. Portfolio assessment involves both.

Portfolios are a compilation of student work. An assessment portfolio is the 
collection and evaluation of student work measured against predetermined scoring 
criteria, such as scoring guides, rubrics, checklists, or rating scales. 

Continuous picture of student progress. 

Gives the teacher the information needed to improve student learning. 



Holistic Scoring
According to Merriam-Webster, holistic is characterized by comprehension of the 
parts of something as intimately interconnected and explicable only by reference to 
the whole. 

Given this, holistic scoring is a way of scoring students’ work as a whole.

In education, the term standards-based refers to systems of instruction, assessment, 

grading, and academic reporting that are based on students demonstrating 
understanding or mastery of the knowledge and skills they are expected to learn as 
they progress through their education.



Inclusivity
Students actively engage in the betterment of their education. 

Students can work with their teachers to set goals. 

Students can also be a part of the conversation when it comes to scoring criteria.

- Self assessment and self regulation

A great tool for students who do not speak English as their first language. 



Promotes better teaching
Teachers develop scoring criteria (rubrics, checklists, rating scales) and clarify goals 
and expectations which, when aligned with the goals set by the teacher and student, 
lead to a learner centered teaching model. 

- Teachers are the facilitators and dispensers of knowledge.
- Students are in control of their learning. 

Students evaluate themselves and focus on their goals and teachers simultaneously 
evaluate their instruction.  



Schools are held accountable to all students
With the information that portfolios can provide, in an individual student or groups 
of students perform poorly, the causes can be studied and solutions sought. Without 
this kind of information, schools are not held accountable for all their learners.

- English language learners
- Cultural bias

Increased interaction between student and teacher lead to an all around more 
accurate understanding of students’ needs. 

Schools can then tailor their benchmarks and assessments.

https://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/sites/brown.edu.academics.education-alliance/files/publications/ass_port_ell.pdf



Portfolio assessment has its downfalls. 
Society is accustomed to letter grade scores.

Some portfolio systems cannot be reliably compared to other schools or districts 
because when the districts report results of their performance based tests, they 
might do so descriptively not numerically. 

- Feeling of less accountability 

However, portfolio scores can become single scores. For example, scores on five 
writing subsections can be averaged into a single score.



Let’s do it!
Portfolio grading can be implemented from varying degrees. In my dream world, all 
school systems would switch over to it tomorrow. 

But let's be realistic…. We gotta start somewhere. 



http://assessmentapprentice.weebly.com/ 

http://assessmentapprentice.weebly.com/
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